NAME
Bent Sgrensen

TITLE OF PRESENTATION
History of energy - impact of technological innovation

ABSTRACT OF PRESENTATION

The development of energy use in Northern Europe is investigated, with emphasis on the region that
some 13-1400 years ago became Denmark, and using evidence from archaeological finds, climate
science and the written documents from the more recent periods. The role of energy technology in
permitting changes in society and, together with changes in food provision technologies, in

allowing sustainable living for an increasing size of population, is demonstrated, with possible
lessons relevant for the present debate on handling the required energy, economy and environmental
management transitions. My recent book “A History of Energy” (Routledge, Cambridge 2011) is
used as a reference.
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